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Dear City of Praise Family,

When Jesus began His ministry, he told 
Peter and Andrew, who were professional 
fishermen, to follow Him and He would make 
them fishers of men.  “ And he saith unto 
them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers  
of men” (Matthew 4:19).

They understood that they were being called 
to help Jesus bring others to God.  The 
interesting thing is that Jesus didn’t say be 
“hunters of men.”  You see, God has given 
us all free will, and He wants us to seek Him 
willingly, not by force.  As we evangelize, He 
doesn’t want us to chase people, badger 
them or argue the Word, or they will run from 
us and thereby run from Him.  A hunter’s prey 
runs from him, because they fear the hunter 
and his gun.  They don’t want to be caught.  
But a fisherman lures the fish with something 
attractive that the fish may desire.  And he 
patiently waits.  God wants people to see Him 
through us.  He wants them to see His love, 
His forgiveness, His mercy and His grace.  He 
wants them to see His power in our lives, and 
to see through our faith in Him that He is the 
only answer.  God wants us to fish, and He will 
bring men unto Him.

God bless you,

Bishop Joel and  
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles 
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e
veryone was born with a God-given 
purpose, and the ultimate reason for that 
purpose is to serve. In your lifetime there 
is a problem that needs to be solved, a 
brokenness that needs to be fixed, an 

emptiness that needs to be filled, or a heart that 
needs mending, and God wants to use you and the 
gifts that He has given you to make it right. We are 
here to serve others and to point the way to Him. 
We are here to be a blessing in someone’s life. 

This giving of ourselves, our goods, our time or our 
talents begins with the commandment from God to 
love one another. In God’s love for us He blessed 
us with a powerful and unmatched gift, the life of 
His Son, Jesus. God loved us so He gave. “Dear 
friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. This is how God showed 
his love among us: He sent his one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through him. This 
is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us 
and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. No one has ever seen God; but 
if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is 
made complete in us.” (1 John 4:7-12)

In obedience to Him we must follow His example 
and love as He loves. It is easy to say we love 

God when it doesn’t cost us anything. But the real 
test of love is how we treat others, especially in 
times of need. Saints, there are no coincidences. 
Everything that God does or allows is with divine 
reason and purpose. God will place people in 
our lives, even if for only a moment, because He 
wants to use us to bless them, and because He 
has already given us the tools to do so. Let’s each 
one of us bless one person today. God will tell 
you whom to bless and how, for you don’t always 
know who has a need, but God does. He knows 
their hurts, their pain, their confusion or their need. 
Sometimes a kind word or a smile is enough. 
And if God put them in your path, the smile that 
He gave you is just right. And not only will they 
be blessed by you, but God will in turn bless 
you for your love, generosity and obedience. He 
cares for the weak, the poor and the needy, and 
has promised to bless those who do the same. 
“Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; 
the LORD delivers them in times of trouble. The 
Lord protects and preserves them” (Psalm 41:1,2). 
“The generous themselves will be blessed.” 
“Those who give to the poor will lack nothing” 
(Proverbs 22:9, 28:7). Let God use you today to 
bless someone. Give, and it shall be given unto 
you. Bless, and you shall be blessed, so each 
one, bless one. 

By: Bishop Joel Peebles

Bless One
Each One

A season of Giving
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Inner Strength
LittLe Corner of inspiration. 

the last time I wrote, one of the things that I 
ended on was the following:

There’s a phobia that’s named atelophobia, which 
is the fear of imperfection or of not being good 
enough. Phobias, of course, are more extreme 
situations in which the fear toward the subject 
starts to have adverse effects on an individual’s 
life. Although atelophobia may be the more 
extreme case, that doesn’t mean that it’s not 
common for someone to feel as though something 
that they do just isn’t good enough. That’s when a 
very important scripture is to be kept in mind:

You must always remember that you are 
wonderfully made by hand by the Lord God. Do 
not forget your worth and that, even if things may 
not seem like they’re in your favor or if it simply 
feels like you may not be able to do it. That 
includes things from you wanting to try a new 
hairstyle, a new hair color, a subject you’d like to 
study, an art form that you’d like to try, etc. The list 
could go on forever.

You should also remember that you are you. You are 
unique and, whether or not you can do something 
as well as the next person, you can do it your own 
way and make it yours. I will leave you with a quote 
that is becoming one of my personal favorites:

Don’t lose sight of your dreams by becoming overrun 
by your fear to lose it all. It may be hard at first, but 
relinquish what you can, even if it’s just a little at a 
time. You’ll be proud of yourself and what you’ve 
accomplished and what you can and will accomplish 
simply through the power of love.”

“

“You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body 
and knit me together in my mother’s womb. Thank 
you for making me so wonderfully complex! Your 
workmanship is marvelous—how well I know it. 
You watched me as I was being formed in utter 
seclusion, as I was woven together in the dark of the 
womb. You saw me before I was born..”   
(Psalms 139:14-16)”

“

Even if you’re not perfect you’re limited edition, 
anyways someone wants you. So just do you.

- Kim Namjoon”
“

by Amber Brown
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