
NOVEMBER 2017

a month of
thanksgiving



“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in 
vain that build it: except the Lord keep the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain.”  
(Psalm 127:1)

In all that you do, with every decision that 
you make, and in all of your relationships, 
don’t make the mistake of leaving God out 
of it.  Without God at the helm, guiding you, 
directing you and working things out on 
your behalf, your accomplishments will be 
futile, and any successes will be short-lived 
and painful.  If we fail to depend on Him, 
everything we try to build will have a weak 
foundation.  All that we are and the very best 
that we can be comes from Him, and He 
is standing by waiting for us to just place it 
in His loving hands.  Commit and dedicate 
every area of your life to Him.  He will do the 
work that needs to be done in us, for us and 
through us.  With God as the Commander-in-
chief, your labor will not be in vain.

God bless you,

Bishop Joel and  
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles 
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By: Bishop Joel Peebles

“In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18). 
November is the month that we celebrate a special 
day of Thanksgiving. In our hearts we remember all 
the blessings of God in our lives and we give Him 
praise. But why stop there? Every day this month, 
take time to think about the goodness of God. Let this 
month be the beginning of a lifetime of gratefulness. 

Lord, we thank you for who you are—our God and 
loving Father, all-knowing, all-powerful and wise, 
Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. 
You are righteous, pure, holy, loving, merciful and 
forgiving. Nothing is too big or too small for you. 
You created, organized and mastered the vastness 
of the Universe, and yet you know and understand 
the very intricacies of our individual hearts. You take 
the time to hear us when we cry out to you, and 
you answer our every prayer. Whether the answer 
is “yes”, “no”, “later”, or “I have something better in 
mind for you”, you let us know that you are always 
there for us. We have nothing to fear because we 
are never alone. You reach down and pull us up 
when we fall. You give us strength when we are 
weak and encourage us when we are unsure. You 
wipe away our tears and wrap us in your loving arms 
when we are sad, hurt, disappointed or confused. 
You know our thoughts, even before we speak them. 
Our lives are important to you. “Are not five sparrows 
sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten 
by God. Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows” (Luke 12:6,7 NIV). 

You are our provider, our protector, our counselor, 
healer, shelter. You love us so much that you put on 
flesh and walked among us in the form of your only 
begotten Son. You taught us to walk in faith, peace, 

trust and love. Then you took our infirmities and bore 
our sicknesses, becoming sin for our sakes and 
taking the fall for us. You could have called 12 legions 
of angels to rescue you from the cross but you were 
obedient unto death, and rose again to defeat the 
enemy, so that we may have eternal life. You anointed 
each of us with a talent, a purpose and a plan for our 
lives, so that we may be used by you to bring glory 
to your name. “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then 
you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I 
will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when 
you seek me with all your heart” (Jeremiah 29:11-13). 

Lord we fall at your feet in humility and loving 
respect. We bow before you in thanksgiving, this 
month and always, because You are 
the King of Glory. We praise you 
and thank you for who you 
are, and we are grateful. 
“For you are God my 
Savior, and my 
hope is in you 
all day long” 
(Psalm 25:5). 

Who is this 
King of 
glory? The 
LORD strong 
and mighty, 
the LORD 
mighty in 
battle.
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