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Dear SaintsDear SaintsDear Saints



Dear City of Praise Family, 

Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High
 will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and  
my fortress,
 my God, in whom I trust.”
Surely he will save you
 from the fowler’s snare
 and from the deadly pestilence.
He will cover you with his feathers,
 and under his wings you will find refuge;
 his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart.
You will not fear the terror of night,
 nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,
 nor the plague that destroys at midday.
A thousand may fall at your side,
 ten thousand at your right hand,
 but it will not come near you.
You will only observe with your eyes
 and see the punishment of the wicked.
If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,”
 and you make the Most High your dwelling,
no harm will overtake you,
 no disaster will come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
 to guard you in all your ways;
they will lift you up in their hands,
 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the cobra;
 you will trample the great lion and the serpent.
“Because he loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him;
 I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name.
He will call on me, and I will answer him;
 I will be with him in trouble,
 I will deliver him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
 and show him my salvation.”
(the 91st Psalm)

God bless you,

Bishop Joel and  
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles 
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By: Bishop Joel Peebles

In the Old Testament, God gave instructions to 
the Israelites to establish order and obedience. 
These laws established by God included 
blessings as a result of obedience and curses as 

a result of disobedience. These blessings and curses 
were to be passed down through the generations 
as a result of the reverence or the disobedience of 
the fathers. “If you fully obey the LORD your God and 
carefully follow all his commands I give you today, 

the LORD your God will set you high 
above all the nations on earth. All 

these blessings will come on you…
However if you do not obey the 
LORD your God and do not carefully 

follow all his commands and 
decrees I am giving you today, all 

these curses will come on you 
and overtake you: You will be 

cursed in the city and cursed 
in the country. Your basket 
and your kneading trough 

will be cursed. The 
fruit of your 

womb will be 
cursed  
(Deut. 28:1–2, 
15–18 NIV).”

This is why when Jesus came upon the man who 
was blind from birth, “his disciples asked him, saying, 
Master, who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he 
was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this 
man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of 
God should be made manifest in him (John 9:1-3).” 
And Jesus healed the man and gave him his sight, 
that the man and others would see and believe in 
the power and love of God. 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or 
the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but 
to fulfill them (Matthew 5:17). How did Jesus come 
to fulfill the Law? He came as a Lamb without spot 
or wrinkle to be slaughtered on our behalf. He 
took upon Himself our weaknesses, and endured 
the punishment for our sins, that we might be 
redeemed and no longer have to live in fear of the 
curse of the law upon ourselves or our descendants. 

The curse upon the family stops with the 
generation who receives what Jesus did. It stops 
with the generation that trusts in the power of the 
Blood of Jesus, whether that be the father or the 
son, the mother or the daughter. It stops with him 
who believes that it is the Blood that saves and 
has overcome the curse. It is the love of God and 
the sacrifice made on our behalf. It is the Blood of 
Jesus—the ultimate generational curse breaker.
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