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Dear City of Praise Family, 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
     and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the LORD 
(Isaiah 61:1-3)

Jesus, the Son of God, came not as a King, 
but as a servant.

God bless you,

Bishop Joel and  
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles 
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By: Bishop Joel Peebles

god does not make leaders. God makes 
servants, who in turn become leaders, and 
these leaders are put in place by God to do 
one thing—to serve. 

There are many who desire a position of leadership, 
whether it be in politics, on the job, in the church, 
or even to raise children. They want the fame, the 
notoriety, the recognition, the responsibility. But in 
order to become an effective leader you must first 
humble yourselves under the leadership of another 
and learn to serve where you are needed. A servant 
puts the needs of his leader before his own. He 
supports the vision of the leader, aids in bringing forth 
the goals of the leader, and he guards against anyone 
who would attempt to thwart the God-given purpose 
of the leader. Then and only then is he even eligible to 
become a leader himself. 

Jesus taught us the importance of serving when he 
washed the feet of his disciples.

Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under 
his power, and that he had come from God and was 
returning to God; so he got up from the meal, took off his 
outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 
After that, he poured water into a basin and began to 

wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around him.

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?”

Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, 
but later you will understand.”

“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with 
me.” (John 13:3-8 NIV)

Washing the feet of guests was the job of the 
household servant or slave. But Jesus, God in the flesh 
and Creator of the Universe, humbled Himself, put 
on an apron, and washed and dried the feet of his 
disciples, teaching them that to be a leader, you must 
have the heart of a servant. He wanted to teach his 
disciples that their mission on the earth, after He was 
gone, could only be accomplished if they learned to 
serve God, each other, and others as they carried the 
message of salvation and love.

His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful 
servant: thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy 
of thy lord. (Matthew 25:21)
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