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Dear City of Praise Family, 

“Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised 
or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 
free, but Christ is all, and is in all.

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy 
and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and 
patience. Bear with each other and forgive one 
another if any of you has a grievance against 
someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. And 
over all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity.

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful.”  
(Colossians 3:11-15)

As believers we should have no division 
among ourselves, and no barriers to keep us 
from telling others about Jesus Christ. Be it 
race, nationality, gender, social status, religion 
– nothing should stand and between you and 
another person who needs to hear about the 
power and love of God and salvation through 
His Son. You are God’s chosen, and your 
mission is to be His hands and voice on this 
earth. Do so in love, faith and unity. 

God bless you,

Bishop Joel and  
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles 
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By: Bishop Joel Peebles

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also 
for those who will believe in me through 
their message, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. 
May they also be in us so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. I have given 
them the glory that you gave me, that they 
may be one as we are one— I in them and 
you in me—so that they may be brought to 
complete unity. Then the world will know 
that you sent me and have loved them even 
as you have loved me.

“Father, I want those you have given me to 
be with me where I am, and to see my glory, 
the glory you have given me because you 
loved me before the creation of the world.

“Righteous Father, though the world does 
not know you, I know you, and they know 
that you have sent me.” (John 17: 20-25 NIV)

The message Bible puts it this way:

“The goal is for all of them to become one 
heart and mind— 
Just as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 
So they might be one heart and mind with us. 
Then the world might believe that you, in 
fact, sent me. 
The same glory you gave me, I gave them, 
So they’ll be as unified and together as we are— 
I in them and you in me.”

Before Jesus went to the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where He would allow 
Himself to be taken, He prayed for the 
unity of His disciples in the tasks that were 
set before them. Their mission would be 
to continue His work by going into the 
world and spreading the good news of the 
Gospel. He also prayed for future believers 
around the globe, that we all be united in 
harmony and love as one voice for God, 
just as the Father, Son and Holy Ghost are 
also One. With believers of 
all races and backgrounds 
speaking in one unified 
voice, we become powerful 
witnesses for Jesus, and 
the world will come to 
know Him as the true Son 
of God and the Lord of 
their lives.

“There is neither Jew nor 
Gentile, neither slave 
nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ 
Jesus. If you belong to 
Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the 
promise.” (Galatians 
3:28-29 NIV)
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I am somebody. 
Romans 8 declares unto me that I am a child of God. 

I am an HeIR oF God. 
I am a joint heir with the LoRd CHRIsT JesUs. 

I am more than a Conqueror through CHRIsT JesUs who loves me. 
If God be for me, who can be against me???

The 91st Psalm declares unto me that as long as I dwell in the  
secret Place of the most high, which is the WoRd oF God, 

I shall abide under the shadow, the protection, and the provision of 
THe aLmIGHTy God.

It further bears witness in me that God Is my ReFUGe (my HIdING PLaCe)  
my FoRTRess (my sTReNGTH) and my God (THe oNe WHom I WoRsHIP). 

because of this, I am not afraid of the snare of the fowler  
nor the noisome pestilence. 

For a thousand shall fall at one side and ten thousand at my right hand, but it shall not come 
nigh my dwelling. only with mine eyes shall I behold and see the reward of the wicked.

because I have made God my refuge and my habitation, 
No eVIL sHaLL beFaLL me, NeITHeR sHaLL aNy PLaGUe, sICKNess NoR dIsease 

Come NIGH my dWeLLING. 
because God gives His angels charge over me to keep me in all my ways,  
those angels bear me up in their hands lest I dash my foot against a stone.

1 Peter 2:9 establishes my identity – that is: 
I am a CHoseN GeNeRaTIoN. I am a RoyaL PRIesTHood. 

I am a HoLy NaTIoN. I am a PeCULIaR PeoPLe. I HaVe beeN 
CaLLed oUT oF daRKNess aNd PLaCed INTo God’s maRVeLoUs LIGHT.

Galatians 3 assures me that Christ Himself has redeemed me from the curse of the law  
and released me unto the blessings of abraham. 

It further assures me that if I belong to Christ (which I do),  
then I am the seed of abraham and an heir according to the promises. 

some of those promises are found in deuteronomy 28: 
I am blessed coming in. I am blessed going out. 
The fruit of my body, my children, are blessed. 

I am the head and not the tail. 
I am above only and not beneath.  

I am the lender and not the borrower. 
THese bLessINGs aRe sTeadILy oVeRTaKING me daILy.

There is one more thing the 91st Psalm assures me— 
With long life will God satisfy me and show me how good it is to be one of the saved. 

HaLLeLUJaH, HaLLeLUJaH, HaLLeLUJaH, HaLLeLUJaH, HaLLeLUJaH, HaLLeLUJaH 

– NoW GIVe IT aLL ya’ GoT -- HaLLeLUJaH!!!!!!!!
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