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Dear City of Praise Family, 
7   “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to 

obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do 
not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you 
may be successful wherever you go. 

8   Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do everything written in it. Then 
you will be prosperous and successful. 

9   Have I not commanded you? Be strong and 
courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be 
with you wherever you go.” 

10 So Joshua ordered the officers of the people:
11  “Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get 

your provisions ready. Three days from now 
you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take 
possession of the land the LORD your God is 
giving you for your own.’” (Joshua 1:7-11)

Saints, prepare yourselves for open doors….

God bless you,

Bishop Joel and  
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles 
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For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future.  Then you will call on me and come 

and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will 
seek me and find me when you seek me with all 
your heart.  I will be found by you,” declares the 
LORD, “and will bring you back from captivity. 
 (Jeremiah 29:11-14)

Know that God is all powerful, and He has a 
plan for you. The Israelites were present when 
the death angel came through Egypt, but they 
were kept safe by the blood of the lamb on their 
doorposts. And they were instructed, as they ate 
their last meal in captivity, to have their cloak 
tucked into their belt for travel, their shoes on 
their feet and staff in their hand.  In other words, 
have their bags packed and be ready for where 
God was about to take them. And before they 
left the next day, God gave them favor with the 
Egyptian people, so they walked away with riches. 

The Israelites had done as Moses had said, and had 
asked the Egyptians for gold and silver jewelry and 
for clothes.  The LORD made the Egyptians respect 
the people and give them what they asked for. In 
this way the Israelites carried away the wealth of 
the Egyptians. (Exodus 12:35-36) 

…and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the 
just. (Proverbs 13:22)

This time of social distancing and separation is 
not a time to fear, nor a time for leisure   inactivity.  

For the righteous, it is a time of preparation.  It 
is a time to draw closer to God, a time for study 
of His Word, and a time to hear His voice and His 
direction for your next steps.  Know that you are 
protected from the pestilence that is consuming 
the world.  You are His chosen generation, and 
you will see new doors and doors that were 
previously closed to you begin to open.  New 
opportunities will arise and you will suddenly find 
yourselves in positions of leadership, enterprise 
and entrepreneurship that will astound the 
world.  God will not put you in positions that you 
cannot handle, because through Him you can 
do all things, and He has already fitted you with 
the talent and the capability.  But you must be 
prepared, spirit, soul and body, for the higher 
levels.  The world has turned its back on God and 
we are the tools that He is using as witnesses to 
His love and His power.  So get ready.  We have 
work to do for the Kingdom.

Then those who feared the LORD talked with 
each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A 
scroll of remembrance was written in his presence 
concerning those who feared the LORD and 
honored his name.

“On the day when I act,” says the LORD Almighty, 
“they will be my treasured possession. I will spare 
them, just as a father has compassion and spares 
his son who serves him.  And you will again see 
the distinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, between those who serve God and those 
who do not. (Malachi 3:16-18 NIV)
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