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Dear City of Praise Family, 

There’s more to come: We continue to shout our 
praise even when we’re hemmed in with troubles, 
because we know how troubles can develop 
passionate patience in us, and how that patience 
in turn forges the tempered steel of virtue, keeping 
us alert for whatever God will do next. In alert 
expectancy such as this, we’re never left feeling 
shortchanged. Quite the contrary—we can’t round 
up enough containers to hold everything God 
generously pours into our lives through the Holy 
Spirit! (Romans 5:3-5 MSG)

Meanwhile, the moment we get tired in the 
waiting, God’s Spirit is right alongside helping 
us along. If we don’t know how or what to pray, 
it doesn’t matter. He does our praying in and for 
us, making prayer out of our wordless sighs, our 
aching groans. He knows us far better than we 
know ourselves, knows our pregnant condition, 
and keeps us present before God. That’s why we 
can be so sure that every detail in our lives of love 
for God is worked into something good. (Romans 
8:28 MSG)

God bless you,

Bishop Joel and  
Pastor Ylawnda Peebles 
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aints, God has brought us through the 
year 2020, a year which gave many of 
us every opportunity to give in to fear, 
worry, doubt, sickness and hate.  But in 
the midst of it all, our God proved Who 

He is.  He is that Name that is above every name.  
He proved His strength, power and love for us.  
He kept us, protected us, fed us and healed us. 
Some of us went through some serious pain and 
loss more than others – family members, health 
issues, income, businesses.  And we all had to 
abandon “normalcy”, which affected many areas 
of our lives.      

But here’s the good thing about 2020.  Out of the 
pain and the craziness of that year, something 
very special was born.  God chose this time to 
birth in us a new thing, so crucial for us in these 
last days.  God birthed in us a stronger, higher 
level of faith, which can only take us to a higher 
level in Him.  We had to go through the pain to 
learn to fully trust Him to keep us and to bring 
us through.  He birthed in us a new level of 
understanding, as we now know that He loves 
us as nobody else can.  He is preparing us for 
what lies ahead, for where He is taking us.  Out of 
the darkness of 2020, He is directing us to move 
forward into 2021 with heartfelt freedom.  

The enemy’s objective is to stress you and keep 
you in bondage so that you can’t live your life.  
But God will turn that thing around and use it 

for your benefit and His purpose.  It is a Romans 
8:28 experience.  “And we know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good, 
for those who are called according to his purpose.” 
God knows that we cannot get to the next level 
without a faith season.  This is what we have 
been through, and now we can no longer let fear 
and worry control us, but we must walk in faith, 
wisdom, trust, power and love.  Not in bondage 
to the doubts that have plagued our past, but in 
freedom, total freedom from whatever holds us 
back and keeps us from reaching our God-given 
potential and purpose. Know that if you trust 
in God’s plan, breakthrough always follows a 
faith season.  So get ready, and stay in prayer as 
He gives you new ideas, new visions and great 
opportunities!

Declare your freedom from worry, fear, sadness, 
vices, excuses, or whatever has plagued you in 
the past. Replace worry and fear with peace and 
thankfulness.  Give it all to God and “Let the peace 
of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of 
one body you were called to peace. And be thankful” 
(Colossians 3:15 NIV).  

Walk into 2021 with power, love and purpose.  

Walk into 2021 FREE!

S
By: Bishop Joel Peebles
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TrisTan sTerling  
earns Honor roll  

and PerfecT aTTendance

Shanae´ Henry is both an R2C student scholar and 
faithful R2C leader who graduated from Howard 
University magna cum laude in 2014, and obtained 
her Master of Science from Georgetown University in 
2018. We are Godly proud to announce that Shanae´ 
has been accepted into the Doctor of Osteopathic 

Medicine program at the Philadelphia College of 
Osteopathic Medicine!  Shanae´ hopes that her story 
of how God turned a test into a testimony and showed 
her that a “delay” was not a “denial” will inspire other 
students to never give up.

sHanae´ Henry  
is on THe road To 
Medical scHool

Tristan Sterling is a fifth grader at Paint 
Branch Elementary School.  He has 
recently been named a member of the 
A/B Honor Roll.  He has also earned a 
certificate for perfect attendance.  In 
December, Tristan was selected as one 
of the fifth graders to participate by 
singing in his school’s holiday program, 
entitled “Jingle Jangle.”  Your COPFM 
family wants you to keep up the great 
work, Tristan!


