DECEMBER 2021

THE WAIT IS OVER,

LAUNCH YOUR GIFT!

Dear City of Praise Family,
“I have called you forth for such a time as this, so
that you may accomplish My perfect will as I lead
and guide you into the fullness of this season.
Pay attention, my people, to the signs that come.
Pay attention to those things that I highlight. Pay
attention to the written Word when it becomes
illuminated to you, for it will lead you as a light that
shines in darkness. Receive the anointing that I
am bringing. Allow that anointing to rest upon you
like a mantle. Let it become part of who you are.
Become one with Me, and I will lead and guide
you. I will provide for you, heal, and strengthen
you, says the Lord God, Most High.”
From The Trumpet, by Bill Burns
God bless you,
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THE WAIT IS OVER,

LAUNCH YOUR GIFT!
By: Bishop Joel Peebles

F

or the kingdom of heaven is as a man travelling
into a far country, who called his own servants,
and delivered unto them his goods. And unto
one he gave five talents, to another two, and
to another one; to every man according to
his several ability; and straightway took his
journey. Then he that had received the five
talents went and traded with the same, and
made them other five talents. And likewise
he that had received two, he also gained
other two. ut he that had received one
went and digged in the earth, and
hid his lord’s money. After a long
time the lord of those servants
cometh, and reckoneth with
them. And so he that had
received five talents
came and brought
other five talents,
saying, Lord, thou
deliveredst
unto me
five talents:
behold, I have
gained beside
them five
talents more.
His lord said unto him,
Well done, thou good
and faithful servant:
thou hast been faithful
over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over
many things: enter
thou into the joy of
thy lord. He also
that had received
two talents came
and said, Lord,
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thou deliveredst unto me two talents: behold, I have
gained two other talents beside them. His lord said
unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee
ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy
lord. Then he which had received the one talent came
and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man,
reaping where thou hast not sown, and gathering
where thou hast not strawed: And I was afraid, and
went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou
hast that is thine.
His lord answered and said unto him, Thou wicked
and slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where
I sowed not, and gather where I have not strawed:
Thou oughtest therefore to have put my money to
the exchangers, and then at my coming I should have
received mine own with usury. Take therefore the
talent from him, and give it unto him which hath ten
talents. For unto every one that hath shall be given,
and he shall have abundance: but from him that hath
not shall be taken away even that which he hath
(Matthew 25:14-29).
The master entrusted his servants with the money
(talents) until his return. You have been entrusted by
God with a specific purpose to fulfill, and with that
purpose God has given you special gifts, talents and
promotion. These gifts were placed in you for one
reason until His return – to help or serve someone
else. And in helping others you allow Him to get
the glory in their lives as well as in your own. He
has used the paths you have taken and the things
that have happened to you so far to mold and make
you. You have waited for promotion in Him, and He
has anointed you and given you the go-ahead to
move forward in your assignment. You are to use
these gifts wisely, not letting anything keep you
from your appointed task. He is depending on you.
Congratulations! Now is the time. Launch your gift
and walk in your anointing!
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THE DYNAMIC DUO Part 1

KEISHA THORPE
Motivating Mother, Award Winning Educator,
Philanthropist & COPFM R2C Leader

K

eishia Thorpe is a licensed principal who
teaches English and Advanced Placement
courses at the International High School at
Langley Park in PGCPS. She has a Bachelor’s degree
in English and a Master’s in Education. She has been
in education for seventeen years. She designs her
curriculum from a global perspective with a social
justice lens. She uses culturally responsive practices
and civic engagement activities to engage her
diverse learners who are primarily English Language
Learners. Additionally, Social Emotional Learning
practices are embedded in all her teaching and
learning practices. Keishia is a valued member of
the Road to College (R2C) leadership team. She has
brought her skills and talent to equip team members
and has been instrumental in helping to prepare
students for college.
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Keisha has received many accolades for her work
with students inside and outside of the classroom.
Most notably, the Medal of Honor from the Governor
Larry Hogan, the LifeChanger of the Year 2018-19 for
the entire U.S., and The Global Teacher Prize, which
is considered the Nobel Prize for teachers, awarded
by the Varkey Foundation and UNESCO. She also
co-founded the U.S. Elite International Track and
Field, Inc., with her sister and fellow R2C volunteer,
Dr. Treisha Thorpe-Borris. Her nonprofit organization
helps students across the world to access college
level education, debt-free. Her favorite scripture is
Romans 8:37: “Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved.”
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THE DYNAMIC DUO Part 2

JAH’KEI THORPE
RANDOLPH
National Honor Society Student,
Girl Scout & Junior Olympic Medalist

J

ah’Kei Thorpe Randolph is a senior
student at Elizabeth Seton High School.
She is an award-winning track athlete
who has earned the distinction of being a
Junior Olympic medalist in Track and Field.
An honor roll student who is active in her
high school’s organizations, Jah’Kei is also
enrolled in their pharmacy program. Jah’Kei
is a member of Elizabeth Seton High School’s
Robotics Club, Theatre Club, National Society
of Student Scholars Ambassador, Health Care
Professionals Club, Girl Scouts and the United
Nations Association of the National Capital
Area (UNA NCA).
She is a two-time winner of the Karl A. Racine
Attorney General’s Community Leadership
Award. A member of the COPFM Road to
College Ministry, Jah’Kei’s career goal is to
become a surgeon. Her favorite scripture is
Psalm 18:32-36: “It is God who arms me with
strength and keeps my way secure. He makes my
feet like the feet of a deer; he causes me to stand
on the heights. He trains my hands for battle;
my arms can bend a bow of bronze. You make
your saving help my shield, and your right hand
sustains me; your help has made me great. You
provide a broad path for my feet, so that my
ankles do not give way.”
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