


Jesus expressed that  the closer we get to 
His return the more things would escalate. 
Matthew 24:3-14 
3 Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His disciples came to him privately 
and said, “Tell us, when will all this happen? What sign will signal your 
return and the end of the world? 

1.  There would be an escalation of DECEPTION. 

4 Jesus told them, “Don’t let anyone mislead you,  
5 for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah.’ They will 
deceive many.



2.  There would be an escalation of offense, 
betrayal and hatred. 

6 And you will hear of wars and threats of wars, but don’t 
panic. Yes, these things must take place, but the end won’t 
follow immediately.  

10 And many will turn away from me and betray and hate each 
other



3.  There would be an escalation of racial tension 
as well as a deterioration of earth’s climate. 

7 Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in many parts of the world. 



4.  Every non-compromising  Christian Church would be 
under major attack. 

8 But all this is only the first of the birth pains, with more to come. 
9 “Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed. You will be 
hated all over the world because you are my followers. 
10 And many will turn away from me and betray and hate each 
other.  



5.  An escalation of false prophets will trick many in the 
church and literally put them under spells. 

11 And many false prophets will appear and will deceive many 
people.  



6.  Morality will be subjective and people who were in 
overwhelming love will become each other‘s worst 
enemies. 

12 Sin will be rampant everywhere, and the love of many will 
grow cold.  
13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved.  
14 And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached 
throughout the whole world, so that all nations will hear it; and 
then the end will come.



The Church Age Ends.  The Rapture Takes Place 
And The Tribulation Begins.

Revelation 4:1 (KJV) 
1 - After this I looked, and, behold, a door was 
opened in heaven: and the first voice which I 
heard was as it were of a trumpet talking with me; 
which said, Come up hither, and I will shew thee 
things which must be hereafter.



The 7 Candlesticks In 
Revelations



VII. THE CHURCH AT LAODICEA 
(A Lukewarm Church.) 

Rev. 3:14-22. 

1. THE SALUTATION--"And unto the Angel of the Church of the Laodiceans write: These 
things saith the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the beginning of the creation of God. 

2. THE COMPLAINT--I know thy works, that thou art neither hot nor cold: I would thou 
wert cold or hot. So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold or hot, I will spue 
thee out of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am rich and increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing, and knowest not that thou are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and 
blind, and naked. 
3. THE COUNSEL--I counsel thee to buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness 
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see. 
4. THE CHASTENING--As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent.



5. THE PROMISE--Behold I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with 
him, and he with me. To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in 
My Throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with My Father in 
His Throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
Churches." 

Christ has no "commendation" for this Church, but much to complain of. 
He says-- 

"I know thy works, that thou art neither cold or hot; I would thou wert 
cold or hot. So then, because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold or hot, I 
will spue thee out of my mouth."



I.  Christians today, WILL NOT go through the Great 
Tribulation.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17  (KJV)
...Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to 
come.

1 Thessalonians 5:9 (KJV)
9 - For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ






