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Dear City of Praise Family,
9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold
fast to what is good. 10 Love one another with
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing
honor. 11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in
spirit,[g] serve the Lord. 12 Rejoice in hope, be
patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13
Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to
show hospitality.
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14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and
do not curse them. 15 Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16 Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but
associate with the lowly.[h] Never be wise in your
own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give
thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all.
18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all.
Romans 12:9-17
This is the mark of a true child of God.
God bless you,

Bishop Joel and

Pastor Ylawnda Peebles

/CityofPraiseChurch
@CityofPraisemd
www.cityofpraisechurch.com
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he culture of this present time is to be selfcentered, divisive, accusatory and arrogant,
under the pretense of having general
acceptance for all. But God knows the heart. And
He understands that it is not easy to take a stand for
Jesus when so many people consider it foolishness.
He knew that there would be conflicts with the
culture. But be of good cheer, young people of God.
You have been hand-picked by God to show them
His love and change this world in His name. You
cannot do this by conforming to the ways of this
world culture, but by standing up for God in the very
presence of it.
Romans 12:2 ESV
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may
discern what is the will of God, what is good and
acceptable and perfect..
John 15:19 ESV
If you were of the world, the world would love you as its
own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.
In his time, Paul was one who conformed to the ways
of his culture, and persecuted those who followed
Jesus. But when He gave his life to Christ and
became a believer, he put all of that negative energy
into becoming a servant for the Lord, spending the
rest of his life leading others to Christ.
1 Corinthians 9:19-23 ESV
For though I am free from all, I have made myself a
servant to all, that I might win more of them. To the
Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those
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under the law I became as one under the law (though
not being myself under the law) that I might win those
under the law. To those outside the law I became as one
outside the law (not being outside the law of God but
under the law of Christ) that I might win those outside
the law. To the weak I became weak, that I might win
the weak. I have become all things to all people, that
by all means I might save some. I do it all for the sake of
the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings.
1 John 2:15-17 ESV
Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh
and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions—is
not from the Father but is from the world. And the world
is passing away along with its desires, but whoever
does the will of God abides forever.
What’s important to this culture is self, possessions,
and power.

1

Luke 12:23 ESV
For life is more than food, and the body more
than clothing.
But be careful—who are you imitating, the world
or Christ?

This is God’s response to
racial division:
Romans 10:12 ESV
12 - For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek;
for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on
all who call on him.

This God’s response to
hypocritical judgment:

1 Corinthians 11:1-2 ESV
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. Now I commend
you because you remember me in everything and
maintain the traditions even as I delivered them to you.
Colossians 2:8 ESV
See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy
and empty deceit, according to human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not
according to Christ.

2

Romans 2:1-29 ESV
Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you
who judges. For in passing judgment on another you
condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the
very same things. We know that the judgment of God
rightly falls on those who practice such things. Do you
suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice
such things and yet do them yourself—that you will
escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume
on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and
patience, not knowing that God’s kindness is meant to
lead you to repentance? But because of your hard and
impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself
on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgment
will be revealed. ...
Nebuchadnezzar wanted youth to start his teaching
because in order to change a culture you must first
brainwash the youth. But the four young men who
were in Daniel’s charge were taught to follow God
and not King Nebuchadnezzar and his people.
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acceptable and perfect. For by the grace given to me I
say to everyone among you not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober
judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. For as in one body we have many
members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ,
and individually members one of another. ...
The culture fights against Christians because we
don’t buy its garbage.

Daniel 1:1-7
In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to Jerusalem
and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king
of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of
the house of God. And he brought them to the land of
Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the vessels
in the treasury of his god. 3 Then the king commanded
Ashpenaz, his chief eunuch, to bring some of the people
of Israel, both of the royal family [those representing
good family image] and of the nobility [those who
are famous], 4 youths without blemish, of good
appearance and skillful in all wisdom, endowed with
knowledge, understanding learning, and competent
to stand in the king’s palace, and to teach them the
literature and language of the Chaldeans [moldable
minds who would one day be the leaders and decision
makers].5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the
food that the king ate, and of the wine that he drank.
They were to be educated for three years, and at the
end of that time they were to stand before the king.
[influence them by showing the good side of
their culture].

2 Timothy 3:16 ESV
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness
1 Timothy 4:7 ESV
Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather
train yourself for godliness;
Young people for Jesus, take a stand for Jesus and let
the people of this world know WHO HE IS. Lift up the
Gospel, and by your very lifestyle, show them how
His Love has not only changed your life, but can also
set them free.

6 Among these were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief
of the eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called
Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called Shadrach, Mishael he
called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.

How we are to handle culture:
Romans 12:1-21 ESV
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed
by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may
discern what is the will of God, what is good and
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